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TO THE 


Church of England: 

BEING. Mn. - 

A Model or Draught for the {/niver{al Accommodation in the Caſeof Rehigion,- bY 
and the Bringing in. all Parties ro Her Communion. es 


 ..  . _- —o—_—_ . © 
£4 is Amicable Reconciliation of the 3 


. 


Him: ly petcnred ro the Cont: ecation of Parliament. : 


1 Hereas thcre are ſeveral: parties cf Chri- 
ſt-ans in the Netion, who muſt and will 
e:'cr differ-in rheir Opinions about the 
Church - and ' Liſcipline of it, ijn the. 
Gueſtion which is of Chriſt's Inſtitu- 

tion , it 15 not cur Diſputes about the Church as Particu- 
lar ( which are rather to be mutually ferborn , and every 
party left herein to their own Perſwaſion ) but a com- 
mon - Agreement in what we can agree, and that is in the 
Church as Natznal, mult heal our Brcaches. | 

'The Catholicks a1e for cne Univerſal Organical Church 
rhroughout the Werld , whereof the Pope is Head accor- 
ding to f..me, and the Biſhops Convened in a general Coun- 
(11 acccrding to cthers. 

Thar th:re is a Catholick Church Viſible on earth, as 
veil as Invifible, where:f CHRIST is Head, who was on 
Ea: th, and is now Vitlible in Heaven, is pait' doubt alſo 
with Proteſtan;'s: But that this Church 1s Organ'cal and 
ender the Governmemt- either of a Monarchy by the Pope, 
or of an Ariſt.crnay by a Gereral Coyncil, it ſeems a 
th.ng nor p2ſlible in nature, - becauie reither can any Occt- 
re 1cal Conncil ecer be Called, nor any Ore man be ſuffci- 
cient to take on him the Concernments of tlie whole 
World. | | 


'| and when ſuc1 a Parliament as this ſhall ſet themſelves 


a Political Church, is a Community of Chriſtians brougit 
into az Order of Superiority and Inferiority by an Head 
and Members, organ zed for the Exeiciſe ef thit Govern- 
ment which ® proper to it: Bnt the whole. Earth 1s not 
capable of any ſuch Order, And Councils therefore which 
are gatherd out of ſeveial Countries, or cf Biſhops be- 
longing to more Dominions than of? one Supreme Power 
may be had for mutual Advice and Corcerd, - but not for 
Gere nment. 

A Nation, Empire, or Kingdom, whic'1 conſiſts of one 
S1preme Magiſtrate and People, . who zre generally Chri- 
ſtia''s are capable of ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical prlity, and a 
National Church Political in £-g/azd is to be allerted and 
mainiaincd. 

The Church of Frelard then is a Political Society of all 
the Chriſtians in the Land, united in the King az Fead, 
ard orranized by the Biſhops, for the cxecuting thoſe Laws 4 
or Government which he chooies for their ſpiritual Good 
and t.e puvlicx Peace. 

There is this difference hetwzen a Church Iational, the 
Church Catholick, and Part.ca'ar Churcnes: The two Jar- 
ter are of Divize Rjght and Eſſential Conſideration, but the 
former is and-can be only of Humene Irſtirution, for it is 
manifeſtly Accid:nral to the Church of Chriſt thar the chief 
Magiſtrate and the whole Feople ſ:ould be Chriſtian, 


i3i/tinguiſh we her of the Government of the Church 
2s Ine:n.l belcnging to the Sririr, and External which be- 
longs to Men: And of the Extern:l Regiment thereof, 
which is either For-.al belonging to the Mimifters, or Oſh- 


cers of Chriltz; or 0z#j:t#ive be'oaging to the Magiſtrate: 
the one bcing only by the Keyes, the other by the Sword. | 
 Wh.ther the Commun.ty now of Chriſtians in En:land may | 
t: a ccunted a Naticnal <hu ch in reſpett to. any. Formal, gally derived from the King, and 49a ſuc 2 ©eqatit wi 


4 ®, 
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Governmeftt of it, we leare for diſpute to others; let 
them judge according to the foregoing D.finitioa of a po- 
Ikxical Chnrch.: But that the main body of : the” Nation 


are, or may be conſtituted a proper Polirical Church Nati- - 


onal in reſpect to that External Objetive Regiment, which 
is, or. ſhould be exercifed by the Biſhops as tue proper Or+ 
gans thereof under -the King, is what we hold reatouableg 
and wculd lay as the Foundation Stone of Peace, in the 
matrer of R«;:19» between all perſons in the Kzngdom. . | 

Let the Parliament therefore we have; be hearcily for 
the publick good and thriving of England, which muit and 
can be only by an entire Liberty 'of Conſcience- in oppo- 
{tton to the narrow Spirit of any. fingle party -or faction, 


2bout the Buineſs of Union to purpoſe, a Bill ſhould .be 
brought in, Entituled, Az Att for aclaring the Conjlitution 
of our Church of Envlard. _ | - 

A Parliament is the Kepreſentative of the whole Nation 


ard no doubt bat by Conſent and Agreement they might _ 


( upon the account mentioned ) Mate a new Conſtiry- 
tion, and much more may they Declare the Conſtiturion 
of it. 


the Church of £x2/azd conſiſts of the King, as,the Head, 
or pars Imperans, who is to give Laws thereto, and. all the 
ſeveral Aſlemblies of Chriftiaus which he ſhall tolcrate,. as. 
the pars ſubdita, or Body, - 


- 4: 
Some Diſcrimination between the Toler2ble and Intolerable,, * 


is indeed never to be gainſaid by any wiſe and good man z, 
anto whom there 15s no-Liberty can be delirable, which is, 
not conſiſtent at leaſt with theſe three things, the Ar:icles; 


of our Creed, a Good Life, and the Fundamental . Governmens; FA 


cf the Kinedv»!. 


It is not for any private perſons, but a Parliament, : 


preſcribe the terms of National Communion : But we w 


have all our Aſſemblie; that are Tolerable, to be made Les 4 
,al by ſuch aa AQ (and thereby parts of the Nationak,* 


| F 
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conſideration, as the Church of Chri/t, and as the Church -- 


Church) as well as the Parcchial Congregations. 
The Church here therefore muſt come under-a 


of England: Take the Church as the Church o- Chrilt, and 


there muſt be (as we have faid at- firſt) endleſs Contro- | 


verſie about this point, who are the true Members of ir 4 
but take it under the conſideration as Natioral, and therg 
will be none at all, ſor thoſe mnſt be Members whom the 
Head by a Law does allow to be parts of the Body, and 
the King under this notion only is made Head of the Chureki 
by the Statme, that is, as it 1s called Eccleſia Anglicana. 
The Proteſtant Difſenters of all ſorts, as well as the Gorl= 
formiſts, will acknowledge the King to be Supreme coercive 


Gcvernour over all Perſons, and in. all Cauſes, Ecc.efiafti- : 


cal and Civil, throughout his Dominions 3 And will notthoſe' 
who are Roman Catholicks do the . like ? - Did they NOE .do 
ſd in ery the Eight's time, when they were generally ſach $ 
Again, -the Difſeniers-of all ſorts, even the Congregawiond® 
liſts of every Sect, - are .ready to ſabmit to any power-le# 


_ 


It ſhould be declared then in ſach a Bill or AQ. that 
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admit of 2 ſuperintendency of.th$ Biſhops, as, K.cleſiaſtical- 
Magiſtrates under him, when they cannot own al Aucho- 4 
riy that they have/ over other Miniſters from Jef«s Chrift ; 
= will not Papifts Jo be. ſubject to all Authority t 

is exerciſed legally in his Name, howſoever they may que- 
{tion the ſpiritual 1itle of the Engliſh Tlergy and their 
ſucceſſion ? TH 

We would have the Biſhops then (qna B:ſhops, as diſtinCt m 
Office from Pri-ſt:) declared no other than the Kirg's Officers 
whoſe power is but Objetjaely Eccleliaſtical, and to-alt Circa 
Sacra only, by Vertue of his Authority and Commiſſion. 

AS FJehoſbaphat did commir the Charge incumbent upon 
him as Supreme Magiſtrate, in regard to all Marrers of the 
Lord, unto the care of Amariab, being Chief Prieſt, and in 
regard to the King's Matters unto Zebadiah,., being as the 
Chief Juſtice of the Realm : ſo: ſhanld the Dioceſan Biſhop 
be in cur Eccle/iaſtical, as the Judges are in Czril Matters 
the Subſtitutes altogether of. His Majeſty, and execute his Ju- 
riſdiftion. 

"This is indeed a State point which was throvghly can- 
vaſed by Henry the Ezght, whoſe Divines did agree on two 
Ordvers- alone,--P:44f- and- Deacon, to be of Divine Appoint- 
ment, 2nd that the Superiority of a Biſhop over a Presbyter, 

;, of one Biſhop over another., was but by the Poſirive 

ws of Men only, as appears in that Authentick Book then 
put out, entituled., The Necefſary Erzdition : And conſe- | 
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quently, that the Biſhop could not have, or exert any Ju- j Faith, one Bapti/m. { WM 
riſdiftion over the Subje&t unleſs warranted and derived | nion in the fame External Worſhip, but they can have it in 
from the King without: danger of a Premunire; which made | the Internal Adoration of the :2me bleſſed Trinity, and: in 


Borner ( with others ). hold his Biſhoprick by Commiſſi- | One Ho 


ON. 

Upon this. ground, if it ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty to chnſe 
ſdme perfons of the Diſſenrers to this Office, authorizing 
them to it no otherwiſe, than by a like. Commillion 
(which they. ſhould alto{ hold, with the Judges, Cum din ſe 
ter ſerine ): AS none of them could ſcruple then the 
accepiance, ſo-mult a Union from that day forward commence 
In £-»glard ; eſpecially if he would not teave filling up the 
Vacancies that fall, with.ſuch, till they in ſome meaſure equal 


"The more eſpecial buGneſs of ſuch an equally Modell . / 
Corivocation ſhould 'be the rcviling the book of Canons, for 
| the reverting the main body af them, having been fitted 16 _ 
that "narrow ſcantling which is unworthy the Churciz of - - 
England, and for the leaving only thoſe, and making new 
(as we have exemplified in one -or two for inſtance ſake even: 
now) which do, and will ſuir, to that larger Conltitution 
thereof -intended by this Paper. : | 

And having now faid thus *much for Explanation of this 
Deſign, we muſt fay ſome little alſe. in favour of it. 

The Deſign of ſuch an Accommodation as this, ſhall ag- 
vance not leſſen the outward power and honour of the Biſhop, 
extending it over thoſe who before had no conſcientious 
regard for their Funftion : while yet it would eaſe them 
of- the tremendous burden. of ſuch a Cura arymarum they 
take on them otherwiſe, as muſt be of impoſſible gerformance: 

This Deſign (which is 4p vet to find us in our Diviſi- 
[_ and not: to make any) ſhall by little: and little (with 
God's bleſſing on it) cool Animoſities, and enkindle Charity 
and Holineſs among all parties, which now- is {o- mach wan- 
ting, while thoſe that are-Catholicks, and thoſe that are 
Proteſtants, and much more thoſe that are Conformiſts, and 
thoſe that are Nonconformiſts, do agree in the ſubſtance of 
.one Chriſtianity, having the fame Scriptures, the fame Artj= 
cles of Faith in the three Creeds, and the fame rule of Manners 
in the Decalogue, There is one Body, one Spirit, ong Lord, one 
They cannot indeed have both Commu- 


of our calling unto- eternal Life through: Chrift 
Jeſus, They muſt Separate into ſeveral Congregations, but. 
there ſhall be no Sch1/m in the Body by, this means for all 
that. 

For 2s while the Supreme Power allows only the Paroch'al 
c— as eſtabliſhed by Law, it hath, bin accounted Schiſin, 

go to Separate Ailemblys: So if the Scene be altered, and 
theſe Separate Congregations be alſo made Legal, this Schiſm, 
or mens being called Schi/mraticks,in that regard,mult v2niſh,and 
be at an end. Indeed theſe divers Congregations will Acculſe ons 


the Conformiſts. 

"We are ſenſible unto what Diſtreſs the Miniſters of a | 
Particular Congregation of all ſorts may be brought in the 
exerciſe of Dilcipline over ſome potent, turbulent, and re- 
frz&ory Members; and what relief' he- might find in ſuch ' 
an external Eccleliaſtical Officer as this: We are ſenhible 
how many inconveniencies of Congregational Epiſcopacy !' 
may- by this means onely be falved. 

The.r work in general ſhou!d be to ſuperviſe the Churches | 


"t all parties in their Dicceſſes, that they walk according | 


| 


to their own principles, in due order, agreeable to the 
Goſpel, and the peace of one another. And more parti- 
cularly in the obſervance of all Laws and limitations, rules 
o# Canons, which the King as Supreme Head, ſhall by 
dvice-of 'a- Convocation, or the conſent of his three Eſtates 
in' Parliament, make on purpoſe, and.impoſe upon them, with 
reſpeft both ro the publick emolument, and” the ſafety of 
his own Perſon, Dignity, and Dominions. 

For ex2mple, ſuppoſe this to be one Canon or InjunCtion, 
That-no Novic,, but ſuch as are Grave Men only among 
the- Sets, be admitted to be Teachers. Another, this, 
That the docrs be kept open in all Converricles for any 
that wilt to come in and hear, that no Sedition be there 
herched or Þro: ched. There are ſuch and many the like 

,poſitions may be found, very fit to be laid on ſome per- 
hs, not need{ul for others, and it is Time, and the Trial, 
ind Experience which muſt be the Mother to bring them 
forth, and cultivate them after, to their beſt advantage. 

To the making ſuch Canons, we humbly motion a third 
Clerk for the Convocation, to he: added ro the two in every 
Diveſs, and choſe our of the Diſſenters with- indifferent re- 
ſpeCt to all ſorts of them, that mytual ſatisfaftion and con- 
cord may thereby be protecuted with unanimuy of heart 
and good will thronghout a!l the Churches: And the two : 
Provinces of Canterbury and York, ſhould Urire in this Con- 
v=cation for the making them one National Church, and not 
two Provincial ones if & diverſe Aſſembly. | 
: By this means” Thalfone Organ more: be 2dded to this 
grext- political Society: for deriving an influence from the 


| 
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| 
| 
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Head to theſe parts- of the Body as well as others, which | todo it, Maugre all the Enticements of the Church, of Exgland, 
3 noW- ſeem negiedted, and to- haye no+ care taken of them. po ———— -- Wt oe 
CAR þ ; / TS. 
F London, Printed for R. Hayhurſt in Little-Britain, 1689. 
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; of Uiſſemers, Cathalicks, and-others.; and the, Late King was a 


another as guilty of Sin and-Schifin betore Ged, for each ſepara- 
ting: from the others Communion, and:threaten bis Judgment : 
but ſo long as there is no ſeparating fram the Church whereof 
the King is Head, while he tolerates the Meetings of both, 
and makes them parts of it as National, there ſhall be no pro- 
ſecution of Law againſt any, bur all quiet, as.tellow-Members 
upon that account. | 

Onely, as to the Roman Catholicks, it is not indeed for them 
to imagine that. a Proteſtant King and Parliament ſhould al- 
low of their Maſs in Pubblick, as. they do of the.Service Book. 
This were. not to :oerate the Papifts, but to ſerup Popery where: 
as the Determining what is ta be: permitied to oge Party, and 
what to. another, ſo as no Detriment may be brought. to the 
Church or State, and no. Sin or Guilt upon the Nation: by-thag 
permiſſion, is. nice thing, and the buſineſs of this Parliamear, 

There is ane Motion farther ſhould be added, and that is 
for another Bill alſo to be brought into take away. Pluralicies, 
(which is the Peſt of our preſent Conforming Clergy) | mean 
both of Livings and Dignitzes impartially, to this end, thar 
the King, may have wherewithalto engage thoſe he receives ir- 
to the Church thus. enlarged, and contequently reſtores tq 
their Labours, by this Accomodation ; for that is ® thing will 
make the favour indeed fignificant to ſuch perſons. 

I will corclude with one Argument for what I have propo- 
ſed. Thereis no power given upen earth for any man to com- 
mand that which he in_his Conſcience does judge to be Sin. 
Non datu; poteſtics ad malurm, But to conform in all things to” 
the preſent Church according to Law, i: Sin in the judgment 


Diſſenter of one ſort himſelf. The Kirg therefore that was 
ſo lately, could not really put the C::hyicks upon; Conlormi-! 
ty, and if he would appear equal to all his Peopic, he coujd- 
not put any other Diſſerters on it neither, for the ſame Cauſe. 
That which the Law requires was both in his. Conſcience ar.d: 
in-theirs, a thing prohibited of God. He could-not theref-re 
put the Laws in Execution being againſt God. And if He 
could' not do it ating only but as.an honeſt Van that abides : 
by his Principles: we have no.reaſon to apprehend! that fo 
good a Kir g and Queen as we have now,ſhould beever brought 


